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our theory at least as much for the awe inspired by
Mother Earth, and by the mysteries of the stars, as
for the worship of ancestors. We have to explain
how it was that the oldest divinities were almost, if
not quite, exclusively feminine. We have to ex-
plain why the moon was worshipped before the sun,
and certain stars before either, and the Mother
Earth before them all.

It is precisely the succession of these curious be-
liefs that is the interesting point. It was only among
the advancing peoples that the changes went very
far at all. And these changes are full of informa-
tion about tribal conflicts and social conditions.
For the gods had no existence except in the brains
of their worshippers. They were ideas, a rough kind
of scientific hypotheses. The arrival of a new god
meant the birth of a new idea; and a book on The
Birth Days of the Gods would be not only an epitome
of human hopes and fears, but a history of men's
views on social questions too.

For the gods, like the men who made them, grew
old and feeble and passed away, and their very
ghosts were degraded in the minds of the descend-
ants of their creators to the rank of devils. The
change in the object of worship was not merely a
change in name, with the same or a similar worship ; it
was accompanied also by a change of view as to the